
 
WARREN COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY                                  

Box 256  Indianola, IA 50125                      Phone-515-961-8085        
(Highway 92 West, 1300 West 2nd, turn north into fair grounds, then turn east)                                               

E-mail– contact@warrencountyhistory.org 

Inside This Issue 

Page 4    2021 LCF Flyer               

Page 7     Barker Boys Gold Rush                  

Page 8    Dora Honnold 

LCF CLEANING DAY-

Thursday, Sept. 16th                

9:00 am                                 

2021                                       

LOG CABIN FESTIVAL                                

Sept. 25th                                  

Amazon will               

donate .5% of your   

total purchase to                      

Warren County            

Historical Society if 

you sign in at Amazon 

Smile.  All you need to 

do is sign in at amazon 

smile rather than ama-

zon.   Choose  Warren 

County  Historical   

Society,   then select 

Iowa as your charity to               

support.   

Please continue to 
collect Indianola 
HYVEE receipts 
and bring them in 

to the museum.  We have a 
large glass container near the 
kitchen where you can place 
them.    We can use gas, phar-
macy, grocery  or any other 
HYVEE receipt.  It is an easy 
way to raise funds for WCHS.   
When Hy Vee asks if you 
want to have your receipt, say 
YES and bring it to us. 

                                                   

                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the Iowa Women’s Suffrage Wagon in                                                                              

the LCF Parade and at the Heritage Village                                                                                             

on Saturday, Sept. 25.  

 

 

LOG CABIN FESTIVAL GARAGE SALE                                 

COME TO SHOP! 

Saturday, September 25th                               

Warren County Historical Society 

Enter Northwest Door and Exit Southwest Door 

We ask that you consider our volunteers and wear masks. 

Please drop off  sale donations Thursdays, Saturdays or from 9 to 4 

September 23 and 24th 

 

WHAT IS IT? 

These were                                     

used in the                                             

1950s.   Do                                                       

you know                                               

what they                                          

were used                                            

for?   Answer                                               

in this                                                                             

newsletter. 

 

WCHS has two legitimate sites www.warrencountyhistory.org and on Facebook, Warren 

County History, Iowa.   There are fake sites for Log Cabin Festival using some of our                   

information and using wrong dates and phone numbers.   For information please use 

only these two sites  or call 515-961-8085. 

September 2021 



                 PRESIDENT’S CORNER  AUGUST 2021 

Greetings: 

Gone are the long summer days; giving way to crisp mornings, evenings by the 

fire and fall festivals.   We are once again approaching  Log Cabin Day celebra-

tion.   Unfortunately, due to the pandemic it has been scaled back a bit—only one 

day, Saturday, September 25th.   Next year we hope to be back on track  and cel-

ebrate as usual. 

This is our time to celebrate the Heritage of Warren County.   We should use this 

time to reflect on Iowa’s 150 years of rich history that makes Warren County 

what it is.   Come visit the museum and other attractions located in our Village.   We are also open on Thursday 9 to 4 

and Saturdays 9 to 12 

Our new renovation/restoration project will be the LOG CABIN.  It is in dire need of repair and is an important part of 

our Heritage Village.   If we want to preserve the cabin for future generations to share, learn and enjoy, it needs a lot of 

love.    The village and museum are also much loved traditions for our fifth graders Pioneer School, where they enjoy an 

end of year field trip. 

The cabin roof needs to be replaced, the foundation is settling and causing the building to shift, some logs need chinking 

and replacement, and it needs to be protected from insects and the elements in order to survive. 

So, if this nice fall weather inspires you to do some “fall cleaning” please remember us.  We will be having a cleaning day 

on Thursday September, 16th at 9:00 am to clean for LCF.   You can also drop off garage sale donations  on Thursdays or 

Saturday mornings.   Please no clothing. 

Bottom line, come and enjoy Log Cabin Festival !   Venders will be in the Carver Building and outside, model trains in the 

museum, Pumpkin and Sunflower Contest, photo ops, games, garage sale, food, scarecrow making, and quilt show. 

Friends and family will have a good time for all ages, 

                                JOIN US 

The William and Beverly Dickerson Family  in-

vite you to join them at the dedication of a 

mem0rial for Bev and Bill at 1:00 pm at the Mt. 

Hope School during Log Cabin Festival on Sep-

tember 25th.  Refreshments will be served.   

Bev’s hard work, enthusiasm, and love of             

Warren County and its people nurtured WCHS 

back from the verge of extinction in the early 

2000s.  She also shared her husband Bill, who 

was always ready to get large objects moved, 

check on our buildings late at night and be top 

bidder at our cake and pie auctions.                                

Photo:   Beverly and Bill, and daughters Dee Ann  

(Tim) Lantz, Shelley (Boyd) Wakeman, and Cristy 

(Rick) Hamblin  

 

 

, 



Thanks to the Warren County Model Rail-

roader’s Club we have a wonderful new en-

trance sign at our south door.    They also 

placed a Warren County Model Railroader’s      

Club  sign on the southside of the building. 

              2021 Log Cabin Festival Quilt 

Thirteen year old, Lily Spain, designed and pieced our 

Log Cabin pattern 75” by 95” quilt.   Her grandmother 

and quilting instructor,  Debbie Simpson, has quilted it.   

Raffle tickets are 1 Ticket for $2 and 6 tickets for $10.   

You can purchase quilt raffle tickets at the WCHS Muse-

um  and The Stitching Place or call WCHS at 1-515-961-

8085 and we will send you tickets.   The quilt drawing will 

take place  around 4:00 pm Saturday, September 25th at 

Log Cabin Festival.    Winner will be notified.    You do not 

need to be present to win. 

WICK FIELD DAY                                                                                                               

Real and Personal, By Walter H. Beam 

One of the oldest organizations of its kind in the state, the Wick Field Association was started in 1903 and under the 

leadership of Samuel Yaggy, who at that time owned the general store at Wick.  It sponsored the first plowing match in 

Iowa.    The Wick Picnic has  been an annual affair for a half century.   The picnic and plowing match were held on the 

farm owned by H.H. Yaggy just east of Wick.   Mr. and Mrs. George Day and their five boys lived on this place.   In five 

years the event had outgrown the available space at the original site, so it was moved in 1907 to a grove just east of the 

Rock Island Crossing (Burlington and Rock Island) where it has been held every year since.   Not long after the move the 

picnic was made a two-day affair.   The grove is now within the corporate limits of Martensdale. 

In 1952 the 50th year, in connection with the picnic, the state level land plowing match, which is sponsored by WHO, 

Des Moines, was held at Martensdale.   This is the first time a state match has been held in the home county of any gov-

ernor and Governor Wm. S. Beardsley was present to talk to the “home folks”.   Four of the Day boys were there, Harvey, 

Emory, Ralph and Allen. 

The county plowing contest was on Wednesday, August 13th and the plowmen’s banquet was in Indianola that night. 

Thursday, August 14th, was the big day.   There was a colorful parade with many 

floats of historical interest; the walking plow which Emory Day won the first 

match, and the sulky with which Court Parish won several times, were in the pa-

rade.   Both men were there too, and Court had his trophies along. 

One interesting thing in the plowing was the horse section with nine big horses, a 

walking plow, a sulky, and a gang.   No contest, but all plowed a little. 

Herb Plambeck was the leading representative of WHO. 

The weather was fine all day until early evening, when a heavy rain prevented the 

home talent show. 

Walter wrote that the secretary's books of 

the Wick Field Association were no longer 

available, so to write its history would be 

from memory totally. 

 Joan Davitt, 17, daughter of Mr. & 

Mrs. A.P. Davitt, who farm near Mar-

tensdale, and the queen of the level 

state land plowing match, gives Bob 

Bane, 21, farmer from near Bonder-

ant, 1st place trophy at the match held 

on the Joe Seymour farm.   Photo by 

Jervis Baldwin, Des Moines Register, 

Aug, 15, 1952 
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FAMILY HISTORIES ADDED TO WCHS LIBRARY 

The Indianola Library has given our WCHS Library these family histories.   Some we already have had but many are new to us.    Check 

the list and see if we might have some new information about your family. 

ALLING—Descendants of Roger Alling 1st and John Alling Send                                                                                                                                                              

ANDERSON—Merritt Irwin Anderson                                                                                                                                                                                 

ANDREW—Family History of Audray Andrew                                                                                                                                                                         

ARENDSEE— LaVonne and Nancy Arendsee Pedigree Chart                                                                                                                                            

Background of Iowa Territorial Pioneers by Gurney Chaplin Gue                                                                                                                                 

BAIRD—Baird Genealogy , by Stewart Baldwin                                                                                                                                                                  

BANTA—On This Day, Genealogical-Historical Record of Banta Family, Compiled by Dean R. Patrick and James C. Patrick 1994                

BARNUM --Bubbles Under the Southern Cross, Memories of LCC-60149 by Lieut. Elmo Barnum USNR                                                            

BASSETT— Genealogy and History Bassett-Smith and Brock, 1966                                                                                                                        

BAXENDALE—Memories of the Past Mingled with the Present, Pauline Eberman Baxendale                                                                                     

BEAM—Real and Personal by Walter H. Beam, Martensdale, IA 1950-1952                                                                                                                

BECK—Family Histories and Ancestro Charts Beck, Harmon, William New, Stephen Foster Ralph, Albert Cyril Talbott, Ralph Wil-

liams, Babriel, by Don C. Beck and Joanne Croat Beck                                                                                                                                                                    

BEDWELL—A Bedwell Family, Robert Bedwell Sr, by Larry King                                                                                                                                       

BENNETT—The Bennett Family , by Elizabeth M. Osenbaugh                                                                                                                              

BORRALL—John Franklin Borrall Descendants by Edith Conn                                                                                                                                       

BOYD—The Civil War Diary of Cyrus F. Boyd, 15th Iowa Infantry 1861-1863 by Mildred Throne                                                                          

BOWER—The Family pf Frederick Bower, PA and OH, 1788-1879, by John Wilcox Carey                                                                                       

BRAFFORDS—Iowa Braffords, Descendants of John W. Brafford and Mary Lowe by Anderson W. Brafford and Mary E. Bradley                               

BROWN—Genealogical History of the Brown Families, by Martha Henry Strahan and Lowell Strahan  and Gloria and Harvey Henry                                                                       

CAMPBELLS—Genealogy of the Campbells, Kerrs, Willsons and Kirkpatricks, by LuLu Patch                                                                                                           

CARPENTER –C.N. Carpenter Family                                                                                                                                                                           

CASADY—Casady Family History                                                                                                                                                                                   

CHAMPLIN - Champlin                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

CLAYTON—Three Little Girls of Salina, Kansas, by Barbara Chase Clayton                                                                                                                        

COE—Jonathan Coe 1825-1886, His Ancestors and Deccendants, by Jan Herbert                                                                                        

COOK—Aunt Martha Boyd Cook, Her Origins and Family in Nebraska and Iowa, by Edwin L Hill and Marilyn Hill Hagedorn                     

COX—My Cox-Starbuck Antecedents and Their Decendants, by Maude Cox Wilkins                                                                                            

CRABB - Crabb Newsletter Spring 2000, Winter 2003 and 2004 plus                                                                                                                              

CRABB—Crabb Newsletter Index March 19910 Winter 2008 by Lynda Haack                                                                                               

CRABB—The Crabb Family, by Richard Dwight Prall                                                                                                                                               

CREWS—Descendants of James Crews (Cruse)                                                                                                                                                              

CROAT—The Croat-Croatt Connection, Luxembourg to America, by Carol Croat Kubik                                                                                    

CROUSE—Family History of Eliza (Lida) Crouse, Elisa Catherine Crill                                                                                                                

DALESKE—Family and Ancestors of Margaret Daleske                                                                                                                                                                     

DANIEL—The Daniel Discoverer and Documenter Newsletter 1881-1981                                                                                                                      

DEAKIN—John Quincy Deakin 1779-1980 Genealogy and History by Olive W. O’Neal                                                                                                               

DILLON—Ancestral Record of the Dillon, Hodson, Fisher and Leonard Famileies,, by Iasiah Dillon                                                                        

Down at the Depot, Stories of a Depot Agent’s Family Life Along the Burlington , Des Moines to Osceola 1920-1947                                          

EICHMANN –Family History of Hazel Whitney Eichmann 1978, by Hazel Whitney Eichmann                                                                                  

EDWARDS-Military Information about Junior D. Edwards                                                                                                                                            

ELLENWOOD –Ancestors of descendants of Benjamin Tuck Ellenwood, His Half Brother Daniel and Half Sister Martha, Early Wash-

ington County, Ohio History including the 1800 Census                                                                                                                                                           

ELLIS—The Ancestors and Descendants of John Charles Ellis and Alcinda B. Glaze, by Betty Ellis Scott                                                                  

ELLIOTT—Mighigan Elliott Empire                                                                                                                                                                                                  

ENDRES—The Endres-Steger Story, A tale of a Tree, by Sister Edelwalda Endres                                                                                              

FANSHER—Shooting Stars and Fire Flies by Guy J. Fansher                                                                                                                                       

GOODALE  - The Goodale Family of Warren County, IA by Ruth M. Goodale Keller 1998                                                                                                 

HALL—John Hall and His Descendants 1753-1987, by Thomas B. and Ruth Hall Hammer                                                                                             

HANBY—Hanby –Vance Family                                                                                                                                                                                               

HEIM—Descendants of Johann Georg Heim and Maria Margereth, Northumberland County, PA, by Pameta Diane Woods Osbourne 

1998                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

HENDERSON—Dictionary of Descendants of Thomas and Polly Henderson , by Emily Kite Schaumberg                                                          

HENRY—Memories of Days Gone By, by Ruth Conrad Henry                                                                                                                             

HESS—I Shook the Family Tree, Peter Hess and Descendants 1753-1982, by Thelma (Hess) Parsons                                                                                                        

HOLLAND—Holland, Dop, Zylstra, by JoAnn Harvey 1998JACKSON—Family History of Michael Jackson by Horace Mortimer Jack-

son 1909                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

JACKSON—The Jackson Genealogy, by J. Montgomery Seaver                                                                                                                                          



KELLAR—Michael Kellar and Catherine Monroe of Fairfield County Virginia  1760-2002, by Susan Kellar Ratcliffe                                            

KELLER—Grandfather Keller’s Pioneer Days, by Neil Morrison Jr.                                                                                                                        

KENNEDY—My Glimpses of Family Records 1976                                                                                                                                                   

KILLIAM—Killam, Michael, Derthick, Crocker, Downy, Mckay, Hutt, Fortner, Klockentager, Englehorn, Howard, Newman, Rutledge, 

Fuller, Plumley, Mead, Snuggs, Armstrong, Bartholomew Shetterly, Amsberry, Crouch, Marsh, Blake, Seid, Morrison, Van Pelt                                    

LA FOLLETTE—L’Historie de la Famille La Follette en Amerique, by Franklin La Follette Jones                                                                                             

LA SALLE—Golden Gleanings 1938-1988 by Cecile La Salle Beougher, Commenorating the Golden Anniversary of Leigh and Josie

(Brooks) (Norris) LaSalle                                                                                                                                                                                                       

LANE—Lane/Mullican Chronology                                                                                                                                                                     

LAVERTY—Laverty Family History, by David Laverty 2005                                                                                                                                    

LAVERTY—Laverty-Bucklin-Haman Ancesther Chart                                                                                                                                              

LAWSON - History and Genealogy of the Descendants of John Lawson by Rev. Harvey M. Lawson                                                                 

LEDLIE—Ledlie Family History                                                                                                                                                                            

LESTER—Family History of Frank Lewis Lester and Nellie Bassett (Woods) Lester, by Doris Lawson Lester                                                               

LITTLE –Records of Descendants Richard Little and Susanna Bray of Cornwall compiled by Edward D. Little                                           

MCCONNELL—Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow with Gib McConnell                                                                                                           

MCPHERSON—Supplement to McPherson and Miller Families, by Richard D. Prall 2010                                                                                             

MCPHERSON—The McPherson and Miller Families by Richard Dwight Prall                                                                                                       

MCRAE –McRae Bradgley Genealogical Family Lines of Marion, Warren and Mahaska Counties by Robert A. McRae                                          

MILLER—A Tribute to Emory J, Miller, by (Eric) Lloyd Dean Miller                                                                                                                              

MILLER— Family Record of John J. Miller and Magdalrna Miller, by Susan Miller Bontrager                                                                                     

MILLER—Valentine Miller by Freda Ann Miller King                                                                                                                                     

MILLS—History of the Mills Family                                                                                                                                                                               

MOSHER—The Asa Jr. and Sara Pinkham Bunker Mosher History and Genealogy 2nd Edition                                                                              

MOSHER—The Moshers:  Mosher History and Genealogy by Earl E. Smith                                                                                                                                

NARIGON—A Boy on the Farm, by Joseph E. Narigon                                                                                                                                                    

NIXON—The Ancestry of Richard Milhaus Nixon, by Raymond Martin Bell                                                                                                        

NOKES—Nokes and Butters Lines and Kvach and Allied Lines                                                                                                                            

OCHSENREITER— Ochsenreiter Family, The Descendants of John Jacob Ochsenreiter 1753-2000                                                                 

OCHSENREUTER—The Ochsenreuters, the Clearers of this Land, by Clyde William Oxenreider                                                                  

PARKS—Rev. Ernest Edgsr Parks and Mamie (Yarnell) Parks, by Darleen (Hiatt) Parks                                                                                        

PARSONS—Ancestry of Warren County Iowa Parsons,, by Thelma Parsons                                                                                                       

PATRICK—The Patrick Family Tree, James C. Patrick 1980                                                                                                                                           

PEHRSON—Memories of Thelma Alice Butler Pehrson                                                                                                                                                   

PEVERLEY—Genealogy of Francis Brotherton Peverley, by Milton L. Wagy                                                                                                               

PICKARD—A Retrospect of 60 Years, Josiah L. Pickard                                                                                                                                     

PIERCE –Pierce-Smith Family History by Ralph and Waunita (Johnson) Pierce                                                                                                 

PILMER—Family History of Louise Pilmer, by Louise Richards Pilmer 1978                                                                                                                  

PILMER—Pilmer Genealogys John Pilmer and Isabel Jaffhrey by David Frank Pilmer                                                                                        

PRALL—The Prall Newsletters 2003 +                                                                                                                                                                    

PRALL—Prall Newsletter Index Jan. 1990-Fall 2008 by Donald and Nancy Vell                                                                                                         

PRALL—The Prall Family by Richard Dwight Prall                                                                                                                                                         

PRATT—From Cabin to Capitol, by LeRoy G. Pratt                                                                                                                                               

ORR—Diary of My Days, Marcie Taggart Orr and drawings by Marilyn Lentz                                                                                                                           

RITCHIE—Family History of Gladys Ritchie                                                                                                                                                                         

ROBERTS—Retracing Roberts’ Roots, Robert Morgan Roberts Family , by Wafel Ann Nunamaker Smith                                                                                               

RUBOTTOMS— Rubottoms and related Families                                                                                                                                                          

SAYRE—Sayre Family History                                                                                                                                                                                        

SCARBOROUGH—Some Quaker Families Scarborough/Haworth, Vol I by Roger S. Boone                                                                                                

SCHREIER—Friederrich Schreier and His Descendants by Frances Schrier Brpdoe 1983                                                                                         

SEVER—Sever, Seaver, Seever Family Book 1 and 2, Glenn Sever Paul                                                                                                                                                     

SHAKLEE—Peter Shaklee Genealogy 1756-1990, by William E. Shaklee                                                                                                                      

SHEPHERD—The Shepherd Family and Sylvester Warner Family                                                                                                                                   

SHERRIFF—Life and Descendants of James Sherriff                                                                                                                                                              

SHROCK—Shrock Family History by Henry Shrock and Barbara Miller                                                                                                                 

SILCOTT—Diary of John W. Silcott, Jan. 1, 1900—October 1, 1930 by Roland G. Wood                                                                                                                               

SILCOTT—The Silcotts, The Standifirds with related Families by Ruth Coodale Keller 2001                                                                                   

SILL—Sill Family Research by Virginia Sill Wheeldon                                                                                                                                                                  

SIMMERMAN—Simmerman Family Record, Descendants of Aerhart Simmerman by Elaine Bumgarner and Aleine Harris 1995                            

SINNARD—The Sinnard Family                                                                                                                                                                                           

SMITH—People Named Smith by H. Allen Smith                                                                                                                                                           

STARBUCK –The Starbuck Story, by Maude Cox Wilkins 1981                                                                                                                              

STARBUCKS—Starbucks All, 1635-1985, by James Carlton Starbuck                                                                                                                                          



           ALASKA GOLDRUSH 

TAYLOR—The Taylor Quarterly Fall 1983                                                                                                                                                                   

TISDALE—Meet the Tisdales, by Rosa D. Tisdale                                                                                                                                                             

TRAVIS—Descendants of Robert and Phoebe (L’Estrange) Travis by Boyd W. Travis                                                                                                      

TRUITT—Iowa and Wisconsin By Way of Prairie Schooner from Kansas, by A. Harold Truitt                                                                                         

VEACHES—We Veitches, Veatches, Veaches, Veaches, A History Treasury of Descendants of James Veich and Sheriffe, Vol. II and Vol. 

III  by Leroy Eugene Smith                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

VIERS—Viers-Shook Family Record 1976                                                                                                                                                                               

WADLE—The Wadle Families of Iowa, Book 1:  Anthony, by Maurice M. Wadle with Emerita Stallman                                                                  

WALLINGER—Family History of Henry and Mary Wallinger-Zimmerman– Smith                                                                                              

WHEELDON—Wheeldon Family Research by Virginia Sill Wheeldon                                                                                                                                    

WILKINS—Resin Wilkins                                                                                                                                                                                                           

WILLIAM—Family History of Fern William                                                                                                                                                                            

WILLIAMS—A Family History and List of Descendants of Charles Williams and Mary (McLain) Williams                                                              

WILSON -Ancestors of James R. Wilson, Wilson/Corwin, by Lynette Davis, Leota Houlette and others                                                  

WILSON—John and Alice (Slack) Wilson, by Hazel Demirjean                                                                                                                                                        

WOOD—Descendants of Charles Wood, By Roland G. Wood                                                                                                                                                  

WOODS—Woods, Gates, Fullerton Sect. 2 by Eleanor Fullerton Phillips 1992                                                                                                                    

WOODWARD—James Woodward, June 20, 1824-April 21, 1900                                                                                                                                

YOUNG –The Descendants of Alexander Young, Art and Sarah Margaret Pendry 

In 1893 Charle and Martin Barker, brothers from Liberty Center, were in the Miller Creek area near Fairbanks, Alaska.   

The brothers were there a few years before the 1896-1899 big Klondike Gold Rush. 

WCHS has a photo album and original letter from Martin to his father written in 1893.   These were donated by their rel-

atives Ben and Sarah Hamilton.    Joshua Hadley Barker was born in 1842 in Liberty, IN and married Melissa J. Hol-

loway.  Charle H. Barker was born January 18, 1868 in Wapello County, Iowa and Martin R. Barker was born February 4, 

1869.    Joshua served in the Iowa 36th Infantry.   After the 

   X 

In 1883 Ed Schieffelin identified 

gold deposits along the Yukon 

River.   In the 1880s several 

hundred mines were working 

their way along the Yukon River.   

In 1893 the Little Miller Creek 

Placer mining area was discov-

ered. 

Civil War the family moved to Liberty Township, Warren 

County, Iowa.    Sisters to the two brothers were Grace 

Barker Briggs and Anna Netta Barker Hamilton.   Grace 

was married to C.C. Briggs, former mayor of Indianola.    

Charle died June 2, 1891 in Red Oak, Iowa and Martin 

died February 4, 1895 in Iowa and has a headstone in Lib-

erty Center. 

Excerpts from Martin’s June 1893 letter to his father, 

Joshua:   My love to everybody in Iowa (Democrats ex-

cepted). 

Frosted two fingers so hide came off last fall before the 

Yukon stopped running. 

10:30 pm and sun has been down for fifteen minutes.              

Worried about getting scurvy. 

I am going to make a little stake but the chances are 2 to 1 the wrong way. 

Got claim at Miller Creek.    

Ran through sluice boxes.    Panned out 16 oz. worth $52.00. 

110 oz. of dust at $77.00 

Here two years. Going to sell out and coming home. 

70 below zero 

Miller Creek near Fairbanks Alaska 



WHAT IS IT? ANSWER 

Sally Spear brought in two Thumb Stalls that were used on her thumbs to 

keep her from thumb-sucking in 1954.   They were tied to the child’s thumb. 

MRS. DORA HONNOLD, OLDEST INDIANOLA NATIVE RESIDENT in 1949                      
From Indianola Record, November 10, 1949 

Dora Gifford was born in Indianola, IA on May 10, 1856, less than seven years after the 

town’s founding.    Her parents were John Biram and Gulielma Marcia (Hoskins) Gifford.   

Her family moved to Indianola in 1855 from Park County, IN.   Dora’s grandmother 

Hoskins was a Quaker minister.   They became Methodists when they moved to Indianola. 

  J.B. Gifford was a cabinet maker, grocer, farmer, carpenter, real estate developer, Method-

ist, justice of the peace and passed the bar in 1859.   At the time of his death in 1912, he 

owned two blocks on the Indianola square, his home on West First and properties in Des 

Moines. 

Dora attended “Old Bluebird” the first building at Simpson College.   Dora said, “When 

Simpson College Chapel (Old Chapel) was under construction , the athletics for us chil-

dren consisted in swinging on the long ropes which pulled the building stones into their 

places, 

She graduated from Simpson in 1875 

where she, a sophomore, met Charles 

W. Honnold, a senior from Garden 

Grove.  Dora was a founding member of 

Delta Chapter of Tri Delta at Simpson.                                                  

In 1874 Charles was superin-

tendent of Boonesboro, IA 

schools.   Then he attended 

the U of Iowa for a bachelor 

of laws degree.   They were 

married in 1877 and resided 

in Indianola.   Charles went 

into the mercantile business 

with his father-in-law. He 

also directed the Methodist 

Church  choir. 

 Dora was a charter member 

of Monday Club the 1st Indi-

anola woman’s club.   She 

wrote the prize winning In-

dianola slogan, “Indianola 

Boosts the Best”, in 1912.   

Dora lived her entire life in 

Indianola until her death in 

October 1949 at the age of 93. 

“Old Bluebird” was first building at 

Simpson College.  It was a two story 

brick building that was painted with 

gray lead paint. The first floor had 

two rooms and the second three.   

The paint gave it a bluish gray color 

and it was nicknamed Bluebird.   It 

was destroyed by a storm in 1871, 

1873 Simpson Centenary College Catalogue 

1873 Simpson 

Admission      

Requirements 

Dora age 

90, DM 

Register, 

March 3, 

1947 


